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saving their armies from useless casualties and saving the Rhine-
land from devastation by an invading army. To get these
immense benefits they had to surrender without conditions. It
was a free choice. Hopeless though the German military
position was, Ludendorff could probably have withdrawn his
armies behind the Rhine and prolonged the war until 1919.
He judged, and rightly, that surrender was the proper course,
and whatever blame attaches to the British, French, and
United States Governments for the subsequent developments,
none at all attaches to the signature of the armistice. The
Armistice of nth November 1918 was an honourable arrange-
ment, honourably observed by both sides. It is a point of
interest to antiquarians.